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* * * First Change * * * *

[bookmark: _Toc20150132][bookmark: _Toc27846934]5.32.1	General
The ATSSS feature is an optional feature that may be supported by the UE and the 5GC network.
The ATSSS feature enables a multi-access PDU Connectivity Service, which can exchange PDUs between the UE and a data network by simultaneously using one 3GPP access network and one non-3GPP access network and two independent N3/N9 tunnels between the PSA and RAN/AN. The multi-access PDU Connectivity Service is realized by establishing a Multi-Access PDU (MA PDU) Session, i.e. a PDU Session that may have user-plane resources on two access networks.
During the registration, the serving AMF indicates whether ATSSS is supported or not to the UE. If supported, the AMF shall manage the registration area assigned to the UE so that the support of ATSSS is homogeneous within the registration area. If the network deployment has both ATSSS supporting and non-supporting AMFs, in order to avoid the case where the UE is served by the ATSSS non-supporting AMF, the operator can use the network slice allocated for the ATSSS (i.e., AMF and the other NFs in such slice are assumed to support ATSSS), as described in caluse 5.15.
The UE may request a MA PDU Session when the UE is registered via both 3GPP and non-3GPP accesses, or when the UE is registered via one access only.
After the establishment of a MA PDU Session, and when there are user-plane resources on both access networks, the UE applies network-provided policy (i.e. ATSSS rules) and considers local conditions (such as network interface availability, signal loss conditions, user preferences, etc.) for deciding how to distribute the uplink traffic across the two access networks. Similarly, the UPF anchor of the MA PDU Session applies network-provided policy (i.e. N4 rules) and feedback information received from the UE via the user-plane (such as access network Unavailability or Availability) for deciding how to distribute the downlink traffic across the two N3/N9 tunnels and two access networks. When there are user-plane resources on only one access network, the UE applies the ATSSS rules and considers local conditions for triggering the establishment or activation of the user plane resources over another access.
The type of a MA PDU Session may be one of the following types defined in clause 5.6.1: IPv4, IPv6, IPv4v6, and Ethernet. In this release of the specification, the Unstructured type is not supported. The clause 5.32.6.2.1 and the clause 5.32.6.3.1 below define what Steering Functionalities can be used for each supported type of a MA PDU Session.
The ATSSS feature can be supported over any type of access network, including untrusted and trusted non-3GPP access networks (see clauses 4.2.8 and 5.5), wireline 5G access networks (see clause 4.2.8), etc., as long as a MA PDU Session can be established over this type of access network.
The following clauses specify the functionality that enables ATSSS.

* * * End of Change * * * *



